
 

THE Artists 
 
Nathan Liu 
Nathan Liu, eight, is honored to be performing at 
Carnegie Hall for the first time. Nathan has been studying 
piano with Cynthia Crotty since age five. In 2018 and 
2019, Nathan participated in the National Federation of 
Music Festival and received a Unanimous Superior 
Rating in both Piano Solo and Theory. In both years 
Nathan also participated in the National Piano Guild 
Auditions and was awarded a Superior Plus Rating and 
placed in the “Top Talent Circle”. In 2019, Nathan 
performed at NEOMTA Spring/Fall Music Festivals and 
received high marks from the judges. Nathan is a 
member of Jr. Fortnightly Musical Club since 2018. In his free time, Nathan loves to play 
ice hockey and basketball and enjoys roller skating and swimming. He is also a member 
of CCCCA Children’s singing group, performing at the Senior Center and local festivals 
in Cleveland Ohio. 
 
Jiun Kai Kuah 
Jiun Kai Kuah, seven, is from Singapore and a pupil of 
Sutini Goh. He enjoys visiting new cities and performing 
in competitions and festivals. Last year, he won two first 
prizes at the Korea-Asia Piano Open competition, in the 
Children Class C and Sonatina Class A. In 2018, he won 3 
third prizes in the Hong Kong-Asia Piano Open 
Competition, in the Free Choice Class D, Bach Junior 
Class, and Children’s Pieces Class B. Earlier in his musical 
journey, Jiun Kai participated in the 2017 Batam 
International Open Piano Competition in Indonesia, 
where he won two first prizes, in the Petite and Russian 
composer categories. Aside from music, Jiun Kai is a fan of the Hardy Boys, and enjoys 
Pokémon Go. 
 
Isabella Chiang  
Isabella Chiang began playing the piano at the age of 
six.  She performed, noncompetitively, as a member of 
the Orchestra at Sierra Canyon School where she is 
attending 4th grade.  Besides studying piano under Rita 
Shen, she also played cello for over 18 months under 
Beth Park.  Ballet is another passion of Isabella as she 
prepares for the Royal Academy of Dance’s grade 3 exam 
this March. 
 
  



 

Taige Wang  
Taige Wang, nine, began learning piano at the age of four. 
Only a year later, he won the regional Steinway 
competition for young artists. In 2016 he won the First 
price at Madame Zhou Guang- Ren's naiotnal festival and 
performed at China National TV Chanel CCTV. In the past 
two years he has also received First prizes at the MTAC 
Contemporary Festival and Romantic Festival, First Prize 
at CAPMT Solo competition and gave a full solo recital in 
Da-Lian, China with the invitation by Steinway & Sons. 
Taige's award most recent received was Gold Medal at 
2019 Seattle International Piano Competition. 
 
Samuel Meyer Buch  
Samuel Meyer Buch resides in Los Angeles, California 
and has been studying the piano since he was five years 
old.  Identified as a highly gifted student, Samuel 
attended the Mirman School for several years.  He now 
attends the Viewpoint School and studies piano under 
the direction of International Concert Pianist, Ms. Rita 
Shen.  Samuel has had great success playing in recitals of 
all genres.  Samuel regularly plays concerts for the 
residents of his grandparent’s retirement community 
and enjoys bringing the “magic of the keys” to everyone 
he touches.  Samuel also conducted the Star-Spangled 
Banner in Kindergarten. Samuel also enjoys robotics, science, tennis and flag football. 
 
Katelyn Pei  
Katelyn Pei is ten years old and has been studying piano 
since she was six years old. She is a Gold medalist in the 
4th Chopin International Youth Piano Competition and 
previously was invited twice to play in Weill Recital Hall 
at Carnegie Hall after winning the American Protégé 
Competitions. She became a Mensa member at age six 
and is fluent in English, French and Chinese. She is also 
nationally ranked #16 in the International Math 
Kangaroo Competition.  
 
 
Heyi Jin  
Heyi Jin was born in 2008 in Zhejiang province, China. He 
began learning piano in July 2014. He passed the 
Zhejiang Province piano exam at the third level in 2016. 
In 2018, Heyi won the New Idea Music Talent Award for 
Zhuji District, the Zhejiang Piano Classification Contest 
Gold Medal, and the Zhuji Piano 2018 Gold Medal in the 
Children's Group of the Competition. In 2019, Heyi 
received an Excellent grade in the Provincial Piano 
Examination Grade 7. 
 
  



 

Minghui Grace Yao  
Minghui Grace Yao is a sixth grader at Mesa Verde Middle 
School in San Diego, California. She began piano lessons 
at the age of six and has participated in numerous 
competitions and recitals. She was the first-place winner 
in the 2018 San Diego Young Protégé Competition and 
was invited as a featured festival performer in the 
CAPMT District 1 Honors Recital and Gala. Awarded with 
second place in the American Protégé International 
Competition of Romantic Music, Grace gave her first 
piano solo at Carnegie Weill Recital Hall in April 2019. 
Besides piano, she plays the violin and received third 
place in the 2019 Young Artists Competition for both violin solo and duet for the 
intermediate level. Grace actively volunteers to participate in community concerts. 
Outside of music, she enjoys art, surfing, horseback riding and figure skating. With 
passion and dedication, Grace strives to achieve excellence in every field she studies in. 
 
Adrienne Xiao  
Adrienne Xiao is a winner of the 2018 American Fine Arts 
Festival. Adrienne performed at the prestigious Wiener 
Musikverein (Golden Hall) in Vienna, Austria in 2016. 
She began to play piano at the age of eight and is now 
twelve years old. She is currently a seventh grader at 
Clairbourn School in Pasadena, California, and studies 
piano under Dr. Aleksei Takenouchi.   
 
 
 
 
 
William He  
William He, twelve years old, began playing piano when 
he was seven.  He participated in many music 
competitions and activates, such as the American 
Protégé International Music Competition, Virginia Music 
Theory and Sight Reading Test, Virginia Fall Festival, 
RMTA Bach Piano Competition, Competition, Virginia 
Central Audition and Virginia Commonweal University 
Piano Competition. He won First Place at Virginia Central 
Audition in 2017. He won Second Place at the Virginia 
CommonWealth University in 2017. He won Second 
Place at the RMTA Bach Piano Competition. He won 
Third Place at the 2018 American Protégé Piano & String Competition. He won Third 
Place at the 2019 American Protégé Piano & String Competition. He played twice at New 
York Carnegie Hall. He is not only talented in playing piano, he is also good at playing 
basketball and TaeKwonDo. He plans to apply to Curtis Institute of Music School in 
future. 
 
  



 

Arya Babu  
Arya Babu, thirteen, is a seventh-grade student at 
Hathaway Brown School in Shaker Heights, Ohio. Arya 
began learning piano at the age of four. She develops her 
skills and techniques under the tutoring of Cynthia 
Crotty. Arya has won a number of regional, national and 
international piano competitions in classical piano over 
the years. Arya has been a regular performer at Carnegie 
Hall, with ten performances, and performed in Isaac 
Stern Auditorium after winning many international 
competitions. Arya was invited to a music study to 
Europe with a scholarship for a 10-day period and also 
performing in Germany, Salzburg, and Italy. Arya has also performed at Mozarteum 
Salzburg, Austria in June of 2017. Arya was also invited to perform at GLÄSERNER SAAL, 
Vienna. Arya was awarded "The Confucius Institute Award for Distinguished 
Performance of Chinese Music" at a Chinese competition held in Cleveland. Arya also 
enjoys playing chess and competes in chess competitions.  
 
Angelina Chiang  
Angelina Chiang, currently a sophomore at Sierra Canyon 
School in Los Angeles, began playing the piano at the age 
of eight.  Angelina is passionate about playing the piano 
as a student of Rita Shen.  Although, she has not 
performed in major competitions.  As a volunteer, she 
was recognized for her multiple performances at Royal 
Vista Care Center in San Gabriel, California, which 
brought joy to the resident seniors during holiday 
seasons and special occasions.  Besides being a honor roll 
student, she is also a member of the varsity tennis 
team.  Recently, she was accepted by Brown University 
to attend its Summer@Brown, Pre-College Program, in Providence, Rhode Island, this 
summer. 
 
Richard Yeh  
Richard Yeh is a three-time Provincial champion of 
Ontario, a three-time national finalist at the Canadian 
Music Competition, and in 2019 alone, has won sixteen 
First Places and scholarships from Kiwanis, Markham, 
NewMarket, Steinway & Sons, Yips, Crescendo, Elite, 
OYMI, and GOCAA, etc. Richard is a constant guest at 
many concerts, including the City of Markham as a 
special guest pianist at its’ 2019 Performing Arts Award. 
Richard has performed at many prestigious venues in 
Canada and United States, including the Meridian Arts 
Centre in Toronto, and Carnegie Hall in New York. 
Richard has been featured with multiple symphony orchestras including the Milton 
Philharmonic, the CAST, Orchestra Toronto, and Northumberland Philharmonic. This 
summer, Richard is invited to tour and perform in several major cities in China. Richard 
is a scholarship student at the Taylor Academy at the Royal Conservatory of Music, 
studying under the tutelage of Prof. Li Wang.   
 
  



 

Alyssa Wang  
Alyssa Wang is a junior at Holton-Arms School. She is the 
2019 first-prize winner and 2018 second-prize winner of 
the American Protégé International Piano and Strings 
competition. She won Music-Fest 2019 Rising Talents 
Grand Prix award and 3 Years Carnegie Hall award. 
Starting her piano studies at six years old, Alyssa won the 
Maryland State Music Teacher piano competition every 
year including First Prizes in 2019, 2018, 2016, 2014 
and 2012. She is a five-time winner of the Miriam 
Gottlieb Shields Competition. She has been working on 
music theory and has passed the level 9 MSMTA theory 
exam. Additionally, breaking the record of her school, she challenges herself every year 
starting from 5th grade to play self-composed music with her violin partner in school 
creativity event which is designed for high school students. Outside of her music 
interests, she enjoys playing golf and Ice Hockey, she won national champion in golf 
tournament and reginal ice hockey champion. 
 
Jason Chiu  
Jason Chiu, from Dove Canyon, California, began learning 
piano at five years old and violin at nine years old.  He 
debuted at the National Guild of Piano Teachers audition 
by age six and since then was the national winner 
annually from 2009 to 2014. Jason also won the Branch 
Honor awards from the Certificate of Merit piano 
auditions with Music Teachers’ Association of California 
(MTAC) from 2010 to 2018. He completed the Advanced 
Level and won the Medallion with superior rating in 
2018. In 2013 Jason won the Silver Medal in 
Contemporary Flare and the Bronze Medal in Romantic 
Showcases.  Again he won another three Silver Medals and a Bronze Medal totally in 
Sounds of Baroque Festival and Contemporary Flare for the next four years.  In 2018 he 
won Third Place in the American Protégé International Music Talent Competition.  Jason 
also played the first chair violin in his high school String Ensemble in 2018. 
 
Justin Chiu 
Justin Chiu, currently a freshman in college, has been 
playing piano since the age of eight. He graduated from 
Grammy Signature School Tesoro High in California last 
year. Since Grade 4, Justin played in his School Orchestra 
annually. During his grade school, he also attended 
numerous piano recitals and auditions each year, 
including the Music Teachers’ Association of California 
(MTAC) State Conventions. Since 2012, he received 
multiple piano awards for the MTAC Certificate South 
Coast Branch piano auditions: one Gold Medal in 
Romantic Showcase and three Silver/two Bronze Medals 
in Contemporary Flare. In 2018, Justin completed the Advanced Level of MTAC 
Certificate of Merit with Honor. He also won Second Place in the American Protégé 
Music Talent Competition, Fall 2018. During his spare time, Justin contributes to the 
community by performing the piano in senior homes and tutoring young kids with 
introductory piano lessons. 



 

Jeffray Tsai  
Jeffray Tsai has been highly regarded for his passionate 
and emotional playing. He has attended prestigious 
summer programs such as Boston University 
Tanglewood Institute and Brevard Music Center. Jeffray 
has won prizes in competitions throughout the world 
and has performed in venues including Carnegie Hall in 
New York, NY and Steinway Center in Taipei, Taiwan. He 
has also studied composition and is an activist for new 
music. Some influential artists he has worked with 
before including the Jack Quartet, John Harbison, George 
Tsontakis, Samuel Adler, Krystian Tkaczewski, and 
Martha Argerich. Jeffray’s primary teachers include Gila Goldstein, Yukiko Sekino, Chia-
Chi Hsu, Rodney Lister, Martin Amlin, and Whitman Brown. For high school, Jeffray 
attended Walnut Hill School for the Arts, a private arts high school that is affiliated with 
New England Conservatory. Jeffray holds a Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance and 
Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics – Statistics from Boston University. 
 

Aliya Turetayeva  
Aliya Turetayeva graduated from the prominent 
Mozarteum University, Salzburg and from the 
Hochschule für Musik und Tanz Cologne under the 
tutelage of Professor Gililov. Aliya appeared at many 
festivals including the Verao Classico Festival, Aurora 
Classic Festival, Gstaad New Year Music Festival and has 
performed at major international venues such as the 
Steinway Hall London, Edvard Grieg Museum 
Troldhaugen, Elgar Room Royal Albert Hall, Carnegie 
Hall, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Beethoven-Haus Bonn and 
Kaisersaal in Vienna. Aliya is a prizewinner of the 
International Piano Competition for Young Pianists by V. Krainev, the North 
International Music Competition and the Feurich International Piano Competition in 
Vienna, Austria. Her other distinctions include winning the Meissen Rotary Club Award 
at the Meissen International Music Academy and an Honorable Mention Award at 
Bradshaw & Buono International Piano Competition in New York. She additionally 
worked with many celebrated musicians including Mikhail Voskresensky, Andrzej 
Jasinski and Graham Scott. 
 

Yike Duan  
Yike Duan, an accomplished pianist, conductor and 
music educator, has won numerous national and 
international music competitions and performed across 
the globe as soloist and conductor with leading 
orchestras. He performed Beethoven’s Piano Concerto 
No. 3 in C minor, Op. 37 with the Valencia Symphony 
Orchestra at the invitation and under the direction of 
Zubin Mehta in 2014. As the Associate Professor and 
Graduate School's Supervisor of Jianghan University and 
the professor of Bellman Music & Art Education Center, 
Yike is a devoted teacher who is committed in passing his 
knowledge and musicianship to his students. Yike’s first solo album was released 
worldwide in 2015 by Hong Kong Bailey Record on China National Record Corporation 
label.  



 

Allison Louis  
Allison Louis is a vibrant eleven-year-old who loves to 
compose and to song-write.  She especially likes 
composing music and lyrics on-the-fly after finding just 
that “right” key signature or chord.  She commenced 
classical piano instruction at age 4 and shortly thereafter 
began playing music that she had heard only once or 
twice strictly by ear.  Born and raised in Vancouver, 
Allison has composed in several genres including pop, 
classical and jazz.  She has also explored several 
instruments including piano, upright bass, violin and 
cajón.  Allison has performed across the Lower 
Mainland and was fortunate enough to perform in New York at the Jane Elissa 
Extravaganza, an annual Broadway Stars fundraiser for Leukemia and Cancer Research, 
in 2018 and 2019.  She is also one of the youngest artists ever to play a 30-minute set of 
original music at the legendary Greenwich Village club, “The Bitter End”.   
 
Claire Ko  
Claire Ko, nine years old, is a fourth grader at Maple 
Grove School in Vancouver, British Columbia.  Claire 
began playing the piano at the age of four. She has won 
numerous “Best of Class” awards at BCCM music festivals 
since 2016.  In December 2018, Claire performed at the 
Red Ribbons 4 Life (RR4L) fundraising event in Surrey, 
BC.  In November 2019, Claire performed along with 
numerous professional performers at The Jane Elissa 
Extravaganza in New York, A Benefit for Leukemia & 
Cancer Research and BCEFA.  Claire is very excited to 
make her first performance in a Piano and Upright Bass 
Duo at the winner’s recital of the American Protégé Summer Gala Concert 2020.     
 
The Sister’s Duo  
The Sister’s Duo is a chamber music group comprising of 
two sisters, cellist Srijani Bhattacharya (b. April 2005) 
and violist Sharani Bhattacharya (b. October 2006). Both 
sisters began music instruction at age four in the Pacale 
Music Institute and joined the Los Angeles Children’s 
Orchestra at age six. They have been principal cellist and 
principal violist, respectively, of the Los Angeles 
Children’s Orchestra and Los Angeles Children’s 
Chamber Orchestra and have performed in many 
important venues, such as the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavillion in Los Angeles Music Center, Los Angeles 
County Holiday Celebration broadcasted in PBS, America’s Got Talent in Nokia Theater 
and numerous community events.  Both Srijani and Sharani have won several 
international competitions as soloists and have also soloed with orchestras in Europe 
and United States. They have attended summer programs in the National Cello Institue 
(2016), the Montecito International Music Festival (2017) on scholarships and played 
in masterclasses for eminent musicians.  This is their debut recital as a chamber music 
group.  
 
  



 

Sarah Yang  
Sarah Yang, an eleven-year-old violinist from USA, began 
playing the violin at age four and is currently studying 
with Aimee Kreston at the Colburn School in Los Angeles. 
Sarah has performed in chamber music concerts, music 
festivals, masterclasses and as a soloist in several 
orchestras. She was selected three times as Honor 
violinist of FNR at the Colburn School. Sarah has won 
numerous competitions including the JCM Young 
Musicians Concerto Competition, Southern California 
Philharmonic Young Artist Concerto Competition, Pacific 
Academy Foundation Orchestra Concerto Competition, 
First Prize in the Classics Alive Young Artists National Auditions and First Prize in the 
American String Teachers Association Solo Competition. Sarah loves writing, hiking, 
traveling, playing violin with church choirs and playing chamber music with her friends. 
Sarah plays on a Luccia violin on generous loan from the Chimei Museum.  
 
Edward Ye  
Edward Ye, twelve, is currently a seventh-grade student 
at Weston Middle School.  He began playing violin at the 
age of four, studying with Mr. Shan Jiang.  Edward has 
won prizes from many national competitions including 
Second Place in the Deborah Kahan Competition in 2019 
and First Place in the Little Mozart also in 2019. He was 
in the first violin section of the New England Youth 
Symphony and has performed in many places including 
David Geffen Hall in Lincoln Center, Weill Recital Hall at 
Carnegie Hall, and annual performances in the United 
Nations. Besides playing violin Edward enjoys playing 
piano as part of his musical endeavor; he also loves playing tennis. 
 
Anna Hu  
Anna Hu began learning violin when she was seven with 
Mr. Que Yang in Johns Creek, Georgia. She has 
participated in Georgia's All State Orchestra for five 
years and the Fulton County Honor Orchestra for three 
years. She has won third prize in the American Protégé 
Piano and Strings Competition in 2015. In the summer of 
2017, she performed solo with the Sichuan State 
Philharmonic. 
 
  



 

Domenico Petruzziello  
Domenico Petruzziello, is from Palermo, Sicilia, Italy. He 
was born in Avellino in 1966. In 1986 graduated 
Conservatory of Music of Palermo.   Mr. Petruzziello is a 
winner of the International Violin Competition and 
American Protégé Music Talent Competition Spring 
2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
Vanessa Chen  
Vanessa Chen, eleven, has a wealth of experience 
performing on stage. She has been acting in musicals 
since the young age of six. These include appearances as 
Amaryllis in The Music Man in 2018 (New York 
Woodstock theatre), Belle in Beauty and Beast in 2017 
(Norman Rothstein Theatre), The Full Light of Day 
(Electric Company Theatre). Potion of Love 2019 and 
Madame Butterfly 2020 (Burnaby Lyric Opera). She 
received invitations for New York Fashion Week twice 
and Paris Fashion week once. She participated in IMTA 
at New York, an international modelling competition 
where she placed second overall for both swimwear and jeans in 2018. She was top 10 
in Vancouver’s “singing to Beijing” singing competition in 2019. She was a soloist in the 
2019-2020 Burnaby New Year Spring Festival to help fundraise for hospitals in 
Burnaby.  She passed RCM Vocal level 3 with first class honours! 
 
Qiu Han “Cynthia” Wang  
Qiu Han “Cynthia” Wang is a first-class honours recipient 
of the Royal Conservatory of Music level 3 exam. She 
passed her Technical Requirements, Ear Tests, and Sight 
Singing with full marks. She has performed at the 
Chinese New Year Festival, at Tom Lee in 2016, and has 
starred in two of her school’s music performances. She 
has been serving children in singing time in church for 
over three years. She has been taking voice lessons with 
Jessica Zhang since the ripe age of nine. After moving to 
LA, she continued her voice lessons in OC Music &Dance 
in LA pursuing her passion for music. She was chosen as 
a second-place winner Classical Repertoire Category) in the American Protégé 
International Vocal Competition in 2019 and was given the pleasure of performing at 
Carnegie Hall. 
 
  



 

Sophie Seidel  
Sophie Seidel will be graduating next year from high 
school and has studied voice for around two and a half 
years. Sophie also had the opportunity to perform at 
Weill Recital Hall the past December after winning gold 
in classical voice in the American Protégé International 
Voice competition. In addition to voice, Sophie has 
studied Shaolin Kung fu for six years as well, winning 
several gold medals in the 2019 New England Kung fu 
Tournament. She is very grateful for the opportunity to 
perform in Stern Auditorium and hopes everyone enjoys 
the performance!  
 
Kayla Silverman  
Kayla Silverman is an eighteen-year-old 
singer/songwriter from Weston, Massachusetts.  Kayla is 
classically trained, earning an ABRSM Certification with 
Distinction. This is her fourth performance at Carnegie 
Hall, awarded first place winner at the 2019 Golden 
Classical International Music Competition where she was 
awarded the recognition of “Exceptional Young Talent” 
and for the American Protégé International Music 
Competition. Of her 26 theater performances, notable 
roles include Cosette in Les Misérables and Soloist in 
Godspell. Kayla has also been singing and composing pop 
songs.  Her EP of original songs is titled I Believe. The 2018 LA Film Award named 
Kayla’s music video duet, Outside Looking In, “Best Song.” She was a pop vocalist at the 
2019 BBYO International Convention Opening Ceremonies to an audience of 6,000 
people. It was a thrill for Kayla to be chosen as a First Place Winner of 2018 American 
Protégé We Sing Pop! International Contest.  
 
Amy Jisun Ahn  
Amy Jisun Ahn is a classical and jazz pianist, 
vocalist, composer, arranger, and educator. She loves 
to improvise and incorporate various styles. She holds a 
Master’s degree in music composition from Queens 
College and a M.Phil from the Graduate Center CUNY 
as well as a Master’s Diploma from the Korean National 
University of Arts, with degrees in private law and music 
theory from Seoul National University. She taught 
musicianship and piano courses at CCNY as well as in 
Korea. As a composer, her compositions have been 
performed by Cygnus, the Intercontemporain Ensemble, 
and the Second Instrumental Group, among others.   
 
  



 

Leevia Wang  
Leevia Wang, eight years old, has been performing in the 
Microsoft Asian Spring Festival Gala and the Seattle 
Chinese Spring Festival Gala. In 2018, she was awarded 
the Rising Star in the Second CCTV Starlight Youth Talent 
Show in Beijing. In 2019, she received three scholarships, 
respectively, in singing, drawing and poem recitation in 
Washington State Chinese Competition, won the First 
Place in China Water-Cube Cup Singing Competition in 
the Greater Seattle area and a Second Place 
(Broadway/Musical Theatre Repertoire Category) in 
American Protégé International Vocal Competition. She 
also performs classical Chinese dance and Chinese folk dance, has been modeling at 
Zulily, and is currently in the Cut.com casting system. Additionally, she loves to help at 
many non-profit organizations and received the President’s Volunteer Service Award in 
2019. Leevia is eager to become a pop star in the future. 
 
Juliette Hassan  
Juliette Hassan is a kind, vibrant, confident and 
passionate nine-year-old girl who loves to sing. She is a 
force of nature, determined to pursue her dreams and 
one day become a professional singer. As part of the 
Westmount Broadway crew, she has played various roles 
in short versions of different musicals such as Mathilda 
and Grease and performed various solo pop and 
Broadway songs. Juliette is also an award-winning young 
artist at the Festival Musique Jeunesse 2019 (Québec, 
Canada). Juliette takes piano lessons at l’École de 
musique Vincent d’Indy. Having a strong musical 
background is something she understands well and she applies herself and is eager to 
learn. Signing brings her extreme contagious joy which she loves to spread around. 
Juliette lives in Montreal with her very supportive parents and her older brother. 
Juliette is fluent in English, French and Spanish. 
 
Ishaan Grotra  
Ishaan Grotra, ten, began his musical training at the age 
of four, with a love for music, ear for sound and a voice 
with strong technical abilities. He began with and still 
takes private vocal coaching. He sings with an all-boys 
choir at various events and venues in Toronto. Ishaan has 
been selected for the National Boys Choir and will 
represent Canada during the summer in Prague. In 2019 
placed First Place Best Performer at the North York 
Festival for Pop & Jazz, First Place Best Performer at the 
North York Festival for Repertoire Grade 3. Placed First 
Class Honours in Level 3 Voice Royal Conservatory 2019. 
Placed First Class Honours in Level 4 Voice Royal Conservatory 2020. He competes 
locally in various singing competitions and his love for singing has led him to donating 
his time and performances to events he feels passionately about by sharing music with 
audiences.  
 



 

Kantrapee Piriyapul  
Kantrapee Piriyapul is from Thailand is ten years old and 
has been singing since she was five. She won many Top 
Prizes of international competitions in 2018. She won 
numerous First Place Winners from Salzburg Grand 
Prize Virtuoso International Music Competition 2018 in 
Salzburg Austria, American Portege' International Music 
Competition 2018 at Carnegie Hall New York in 
December and HKYPAF International Music Competition 
2018 -2019 in Hongkong as the first place with the Gold 
Medal as well. She has passed the ABRSM Grade 1 and 3 
Exams in Classical singing with distinction and Merit and 
she has also passed the Trinity Grade2 Exam in pop and rock with distinction and special 
high score award. In 2017 she has participated in Wekidthailand on TV Program in 
Thailand as a singer. 
 
Annie Li  
Annie Li is a thirteen-year-old middle schooler from 
Sammamish, Washington. Annie loves singing and ballet. 
She began singing at four and taking voice lessons at 
seven. Annie has been active in singing competitions in 
the U. S. Pacific Northwest and has won numerous 
awards. In January 2020, Annie won First Place at the 
2020 Washington State Youth Talent Competition. In 
2019, she won First Place at the Seattle Chinese Talent 
Show singing competition. In 2018, Annie won Second 
Place at the Chinese Central TV Station youth singing 
competition and was invited to Beijing to compete in the 
final round. In 2017, Annie won First Place at National Association of Teachers of 
Singing Puget Sound Region voice competition for her age group. She also won First 
Place at Performance Arts Festival of Eastside voice competition.  
 
Yixin “Gem” Zhang  
Yixin “Gem” Zhang has been studying opera since the age 
of eleven. She has received the RCM opera certificate and 
had the honor to be invited as a special guest for the 
Chinese New Year concert in Bell center. Furthermore, 
she was the youngest national anthem singing for the 
Canucks hockey team at Rogers Arena. And she has been 
singing the national anthem for two years. Gem has help 
raised ten thousand dollars for the Operation Smile 
Organization and she is always willing to help more 
children keep on smiling.  
 
  



 

JiaBao Guo  
JiaBao Guo is currently a Junior at Crofton House School 
in Vancouver, Canada. She was first introduced to the 
world of music at the age of seven when she began to play 
the piano. At the age of twelve, she began to explore her 
interests in pop music. After she joined chamber choir at 
school, she became an enthusiast of classical music. 
Jiabao looks forward to showcasing her passion for 
classical music at the Summer Gala at Stern this summer. 
 
 
 
Gracie Dundee  
Gracie Dundee, fifteen, had an early love for 
Broadway.  Performing in local musical theatre 
productions since the age of six, she has played a range 
of leading roles on stage.  Gracie has also performed at 
many benefit concerts including Tunes in Times Square 
in New York City.  She studies voice privately with 
Lindsay Mendez and Lisa Matsko-Hamilton.  At the 
Colburn School in Los Angeles, Gracie studies musical 
theatre, dance, acting, music theory, composing, piano, 
guitar and ukulele.   In December 2019, Gracie had her 
solo vocal debut performance at Carnegie Hall.   She has 
won multiple awards including First Place for Musical Theatre in the American Protégé 
International Vocal Competition 2019, and she was a Professional Arts Education 
Center Merit Scholarship Recipient in 2019 and 2020.  Gracie is honored to perform this 
evening at the American Protégé Summer Gala Concert.   
 
Syah Riszuan  
Syah Riszuan, fourteen years old, is a talented young 
singer and actor who has been making waves in 
Singapore. He has been performing since he was six 
years old and has won every singing competition since 
his first competition in 2012. He was the Grand 
Champion of Popstar of the Year 2018 and in the same 
year, Champion for Asian Dreamerz Teens 2018 
competing against regional young talents from Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Philipines. He won over the judges of 
Asia Got Talent Season 2 with his smooth rendition of 
“It’s a Man’s Man’s World”. He has performed in ChildAid, 
a national fund raiser concert organized by the Singapore Press Holding, for three years. 
This year, he is one of the lead singers in Singapore’s National Day Parade 2019, singing 
a part in the NDP theme song, Our Singapore.  
 
  



 

Sarah Syazlina  
Sarah Syazlina, a fourteen-year-old student and show 
choir member in Regent Secondary School, embarked 
her journey as a performer when she was given the 
opportunity to sing, dance and act in Wild Rice 
Production in 2015 and 2016. Sarah Syazlina 
participated in a Solo singing contest for Juara Mic Junior 
under Eagle Vision Production, Mediacorp Suria in 2017 
to boost up her confidence and clinched Third Place. She 
went to Hong Kong to participate in another singing 
competition for Asian Students Arts Festival early this 
year and managed to clinch Second runner up. Sarah was 
invited to have her own singing show at Esplanade Singapore for a Children’s Day event 
(Good Vibes with Sarah Syazlina) in October this year and genuinely interacted with the 
audiences. Today, Sarah Syazlina remains to be a passionate young talent who aspires 
to be inspired. 
 
Victoria Whatley  
Victoria Whatley is a sophomore at Fairhope High School 
in Alabama where she is involved in the honor choral 
ensemble, piano, and the theatre department.  She is a 
singer and multi-instrumentalist.  She has served as the 
Concert Master for the Baldwin County Youth Orchestra, 
First Violin for the Fairhope Strings Ensemble, the 
Alabama Orchestra Association All-State Festival, Gulf 
Coast Steinway Orchestra, Belmont String Crossings, & 
Sewanee Summer Music Festival.  She is a past winner of 
the American Protégé International Strings Competition. 
Victoria is involved in Musical Theatre with lead roles in 
Les Misérables, The Lion King, Shrek, and Alice in Wonderland.  A diverse performer, her 
genres include pop, Latin, gospel, country & classical.  She performs at hospitals, 
charitable organizations, local and regional festivals. Victoria is also a member of the 
Fairhope Junior City Council, a 10-person group selected by the Mayor to promote civic 
duties and get youth involved in community events.    
 
Naisha Agarwal  
Naisha Agarwal is a fifteen-year-old singer in Saratoga, 
California. She began singing at the age of eleven and has 
been doing it ever since. In addition to performing at 
local places and venues, she also made it to the Top 20 of 
South Bay Idol out of one hundred and fifty applicants. 
She enjoys singing pop and Broadway repertoire, and 
plans to pursue music and singing in the future. 
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